
 

Richgrove, CA 
Saturday Oct. 14th 2017 

“Ever'body is askin' that. What we comin' to? Seems to me we don't 
never come to nothin'. Always on the way. "  

Chapter 13, pg. 162  
The Grapes of Wrath 

The Grapes of Wrath is a road/gravel/dirt ride of giant proportions. The 
sum of all parts. An amazing wandering route that is truly unique. A VERY 
challenging adventure out of and back into the central valley farming town 
of Richgrove, CA. We will travel to points beyond, into the southern sierras. 
If you wish to think of it as a race, it will be a race to survive. 

The Raisin Ride is a much smaller adventure but with a similar  
 “road and dirt” challenge. 

Read on weary traveler… 
 



ROUTE AND TIMES 
The GOW is roughly 135ish miles and over 11,000ft of climbing 
consisting of farm roads, county asphalt roads, poorly paved roads and 
dirt roads. About 74 miles of dirt and gravel and sand and about 62 miles 
of paved roads. The main climb is….34 miles, 30 in the dirt.  
The Raisin Ride is roughly 77 miles and 2,800ft of climbing consisting of 
farm roads, county asphalt roads, poorly paved roads and dirt roads. 
About 39 miles of dirt/crappy roads and gravel and sand and about 38 
miles of paved roads.  
Unlike the Rock Cobbler, the route, stats, profile and details will be posted 
on FB and our website by July 1st. We will send out final route details to 
registered riders on Oct 1st.  2017.  

GEAR AND BIKE 
✦The route is designed for a road bike WITH 28-32MM ROAD TIRES. Or 

Gravel Bike of the same. Having said that there are a lot of sections of 
sand and soft soil. Miles and miles worth. What most would do on a road 
bike some would do on a gravel bike with 34mm file tread tires. However, 
there is a LOT of continuous pavement. Decisions, decisions. If you find 
yourself to be a “rockstar” off road on a road bike, go for it on 28’s. If you 
are concerned about walking in the dirt go gravel bike with 34mm file 
treads. 

✦Tubeless setup recommended, we live in the land of thorns. Make sure 
you have a good seat bag with all the bike fix gear it will hold. 

✦A Garmin or similar device is recommended so you can load the route 
into the device 

✦Bike gearing of 34/50 up front and 11-36 for the rear.  
✦A fully charged cell phone is highly recommended. 

WEATHER 
✦Likely hot, dry and brown. Anything beyond that is a blessing.  
✦Lots of sun, wear sunscreen or bacon fat depending on what level of 

crispiness you desire. 



REGISTRATION/PACKET PICKUP 
✦Register online in advance at www.sambarn.com. Use the link to get to 

registration.  
✦The GOW and Raisin Ride is limited to 100 riders EACH. No race day 

registration! PRE REG ONLY. REG CLOSES OCTOBER 5th OR IF THE 
EVENTS SELL OUT! 

✦Packet pickup Fri Oct 13th location is TBD as we are seeking out a few 
cool places. Details will be sent to registered riders. It will be from 4pm—
8pm Friday October 13th. DINNER WILL BE PROVIDED FRIDAY 
NIGHT  AND IS INCLUDED IN YOUR ENTRY of EITHER  ride!  

✦The drive time from the hotels/Hwy 99 to the start is about 15 minutes. 
✦That being said, if YOU’RE investing the time, $$ and effort to do this 

monster don’t run it last minute, late and catywompus. Get dialed on 
Friday, please. 

✦The entry fee is $150 for GOW and $125 for RR . It includes the ride, 
food, support, love, T-shirt, music, raffle prizes and of course a Sambarn 
trademark very cool gift we ain’t gonna tell you about til you finish. 

✦There are no refunds. If you register and cannot make it we will 
maintain a list if sold out and see if we can pair you up with someone to 
buy your entry. If we are unable to do so, sorry no refunds. 

EVENT LOCATION/LODGING 
✦The ride starts and finishes in Richgrove, CA just east of Delano, CA. The 

start is in a vineyard and hosted by VBZ Grapes.  No, not one of those 
Napa style vineyards. Dirt, a reservoir and you. There are only 3 hotels 
located in Delano, CA. GET A ROOM booked ASAP. Start with the Holiday 
Inn in Delano, tell em’ we sent you: 2222 Girard Street Delano CA 93215 
661-725-7272. We are working on a discounted rate, no code just tell 
them you are with the “Grapes of Wrath” event. The drive from the next 
nearest hotels outside Delano (Hwy 99 and Merle Haggard Drive in 
Bako) to the start is over 40 minutes! 

✦FREE CAMPING/TRAILERS/ETC. AND PLENTY OF ROOM, JUST NO 
HOOKUPS! If you want to bring your rig no problem just let us know and 
you can camp at the venue! 

✦The exact starting spot and event parking and directions will be emailed 
to registered riders.  

✦There are no real amenities at the venue! We will provide you with a nice  
breakfast, water and fluids to fill bottles and of course toilets at the start. 
The camp style party starts 4-10 hours later. 

 

http://www.sambarn.com


SUPPORT AND FUEL 
✦There will be 4-5 support stops to hydrate and feed you. You will be well, 

well taken care of.  
✦That being said, FILL AT EACH STOP, take drinks always, drink often. 
✦NO PERSONAL SUPPORT VEHICLES OR OUTSIDE SUPPORT AT ANY 

TIME. You must start and finish on the same bike! 
✦There is EMT roving medical and medical at the main sag stop atop Alta 

Sierra. Sag trucks too. 

PARTY INFO 
✦There will be a pre-ride breakfast starting at 5am at the start line. 
✦The afterglow party, complete with bluegrass music and a bountiful feast 

will be waiting for you when you arrive. Whether you finish or not, come 
to the party. 

✦Amazing food and beer by Lengthwise Brewing Co. There is food and 
drinks available for friends and family, just give us an RSVP in advance. 
Cost TBD, probably $15 to include drinks. We like a good party. 

✦The post ride eats and drinks takes place IN the grape fields. In the dirt. 
As it would have been for weary dust bowl travelers and workers setting 
up camp. 

TECHNICAL and MORE VERY IMPORTANT STUFF 
✦There are no categories, no prize list...we will honor the first male and 

female finisher. All of you are winners, we all endure the challenge! 
✦The event is timed, you will be given a number. 
✦NO AERO BARS, please. 
✦Just because the event is timed does not mean you can blow stop signs or 

lights. There are intersections that require you to cross the road. All stop 
signs require you to STOP, look and proceed. DON’T be RECKLESS. 

✦There will be an awesome raffle. You are auto-entered when you register, 
two tickets per person will be put in the hat for ya for SERIOUSLY good 
stuff. 

✦There is a time cut for the GOW. You have 12-13 hours to complete the 
ride. If you fail to make it to the sag point at the top of Alta Sierra by 
3pm we reserve the right to sag you in. The fact of the matter is if you 
cannot make it that far, the rest of the ride will be nearly impossible to 
make it in before dark. It’s for safety and common sense. Lots of epic 
rides have cutoffs for lots of good reasons. 

✦This is not a sanctioned race; We permit and insure the event with USA 
Cycling. An annual license is NOT required. Your entry includes your 
insurance surcharge.  

✦More details as we approach D-day will only be sent to registered riders. 

"There ain't no sin, ain't no virtue. There's just stuff people do.” 

For more info/questions: Sam Ames, Sam@amesviolins.com 

mailto:Sam@amesviolins.com


But wait, THERE’S more! 

IF you act now you can join us for the: 

 Neil “Shirley you can’t 
be serious?!”  

Birthday Ride 

Sunday Oct 15th 
Yes, the man the myth the legend wants to keep 
the par-tay going with a Sunday celebration of his 

continued march into manhood. 

MUCH more of a “bro and chicks” casual ride in honor of the Neilanator.  
Ride pace will be steady with a few 5-10 minute stops here and there at 

tops of climbs or bergs and designated refueling locations. 

He has given us carte blanc on a route. The route is TBD but figure on 
70-80ish miles. We may incorporate some dirt. We will finalize a route by 
Sept 1st. Start and finish same location as GOW and RR. Complete with 

roving support,  shenanigans and more. And of course another gut busting 
post ride camp style soiree of food, drink and story telling. 

And the “reservoir swim challenge”… 

AND BIRTHDAY CAKE! Maybe a pony… 

Up to another adventure after doing the GOW? 

Cost: $50 

Limited to 50 riders


